
GARDEN PLANNING 

101 

By: Cynthia Espinosa Marrero 

March 5th, 2016 

5th Annual Food Gardeners’ Gathering 

   



    Workshop Goals   

 For you to start thinking about what crops 

to plant, when and where to plant them.  

 

 Take home a draft of  your garden and 

some resources to get you going! 

 



GARDEN DESIGNS 



Square Foot Gardening 



Ground Gardening 



      Container Gardening 



WHAT TO PLANT? 



Tips on What to plant… 

• Follow your taste buds. 

• Overarching goal of  the garden. 

• Fun place to be! 

• Other tips you can think of ? 



Spring crop: Radish 

Summer crop: Tomato 

Fall crop: Winter Squash 



WHEN TO PLANT? 



Tips on When to plant… 

 Find the hardiness zone for where you live.  

 North Central MA is Zone 5b or 6a. 

 

 Using seed packets and catalogs, we can learn 
the following:  

 if  we should directly sow or transplant 

 Spacing 

 days for germination and maturity 

 and more. 
 
 



Seeds Packets and Catalogs 



Other sources for When to plant. 





Succession Planting 

 

 

To make consuming a harvest more manageable, 

gardeners often use small, successive plantings.  

 

You can plant the same crop with different 

varieties which have different maturity dates.  

Plant the same crop at time intervals.  

Plant a warm season crop after harvesting a 

cool season crop. 
 

 

 

 



WHERE TO PLANT? 



Tips on Where to plant… 

 Find south! 

 Water source.  

 Observe your garden space. 

 Plant compatibility is key. 

 Consider the spacing requirements. 

 

 

 

 

 





Hands-on Activity 

 You have 20 minutes to draft your spring 

garden! 

 Using the blank garden map, include 

notes on when you will plant them and 

where. 



Broccoli 

  

Cabbage 

  

Carrots 

(16) 

 Beets  

(16) 

Kale Cilantro Onions 

(9) 

Radishes 

(16) 

Marigolds 

(4) 

Arugula  

(4) 

Nasturtiums 

  

Peas  

(8) 

Lettuce 

(4) 

Spinach 

(4) 

Parsley 

  

Peas  

(8) 
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Thank you for coming!! 
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